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Monday, April 26 Mark 1:1-15

Mark, Evangelist
He saw the heavens torn apart. (v. 10)

When God decides to do something dramatic, it’s pretty 
outstanding. With a great swoop of the artist’s brush, 
God initiates and God’s people are changed in new and 
fantastic ways.

At Jesus’ baptism, the heavens were torn apart 
(schizo, in Greek), and—whoosh—the artist’s brush 
created the beginning of the good news, a glimpse into 
the divine for all who are open to see. 

Magenta buds turn into deep pink flowers on the 
redbud tree, and—whish—another sweep of the art-
ist’s brush decorates the face of the earth. Its beauty 
marks the change of seasons into new days ahead. 

The wet body of a newborn curls out of her mother’s 
body and—swoop—another stroke of the Creator’s 
brush begins life in a different world. 

If all this isn’t enough, God creates access to the holy 
through Jesus’ death on the cross. In Mark 15:38, we 
read that God tore the curtain (same in Greek, schizo). 
With another whoosh—this time in a ragged rip—God 
broke through to be connected to us in Christ. 

In big and beautiful ways, God calls out to us, 
crafting new life for the world. 

God, thank you for your creative drama that calls us, 
through Christ. Amen.

Prayer concern: Artists and sculptors
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Tuesday, April 27 Ezekiel 37:15-28

My people
They shall be my people, and I will be their God. (v. 23)

God appointed Ezekiel to a difficult task. The prophet 
had convinced people that bones could come to life; 
now God gave him the task of kingdom restoration. 
Not a small request, since these lands had been mostly 
hostile with one another through more than two cen-
turies, and one even ceased to exist for a time. Instead 
of bones coming to life, this time two sticks would fuse 
to join nations together. Ezekiel would hold them end-
to-end, and the kingdoms would be reunified in his 
hand—God’s hand, that is. 

Some considered it ridiculous to think that the king-
doms could be restored, but the Lord had this in mind: 
“They shall be my people, and I will be their God.” Yes, 
they would know salvation, and they would be one. 
God would establish a covenant of peace with them, 
the basis of the promise for a temple in the center of 
their lives. 

Yes, they would be God’s people, and the Almighty 
One would definitely be their God. The Lord would 
not forget them, as God does not forget us, the descen-
dants of those unified nations. The Holy One did not 
leave Ezekiel’s side, and continues to be present in our 
lives every day.

God, let me live by your covenant promise. In Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Prayer concern: Refugees and relief workers


